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God’s Law is very plain. It is written, “Thou 
shalt not commit adultery.” 

I have seen so many ruined lives during my nine- 
teen years of nursing, I feel it impossible to keep 
silence, but must speak for my fellowwomen. 

I remain, 
sours truly, 

ELIZABETH NARY WINDALL. 
St. John’s Road, Penge. 
fcpe also have carefully followed the evidence 

placed before the Royal Commissioii on the Divorce 
Laws, and have been struck by the fact tha% not 
one medical practitioner or trained nurse has been 
placed upoii it, so that  the Commission is therefore 
not qualified to  deal with the most important part  
of the inyuiry-how the  Laws affect the Public 
HeaIth. We grant tlie iinpoi+mtce of the ydigious 
and moral side of the questioii-the Archbiehop of 
Yofk is an expert member of the Commission-but 
to exclude from its deliberatioiis expert medical 
and nursing opinion and advice proves the ignorance 
mid incapacity of a&vei-nment entirely wmpcsed of 
laymen to readjust the Laws of Divorce. The a m -  
mission, if its report i@ to be of the highest value, 
should conimaiid expert medical opinion on the 
physioal ravages after maiTiage of the venereial 
group of diseases; and from trained nurses on the 
wastage of life, the deterioration of health, and 
domestic misery resulting from adultery of hus- 
bands and the physical pollution of wives, for wliich 
the preseiit iniquitous injustice of our divorce laws 
are responsible. To discuss Rhether or no the de- 
privation of sight, mental deterioration, and 

. general physical rottenness comes within the mean- 
ing of the .rr.ord cruelty is an outrage t~ human in- 
telligence. The infection of the lawful wife land 
her innocent offGPling by husband and fathei. with 
venereal virlis is a crime, and should be dealt nrith 
by the lam as  SUC~.-ED.J 
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. - A QUESTION FOR THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF TRAINED NURSES. 

To the Bditor of the I ‘  British. Journal of NUTS~IIQ.’’ 
DEAR MADAM,-MP. Haldane’s Ii‘ii.st-Aid Detach- 

ment Scheme, which was noticed a Iittle time ago 
in yanr  ml~iniiis, is a well-thought-out schenie of. 
education for the women of the nation. But I fear 
the  efficiency of the nursing detachments is fore- 
dolomed to failnre owing to the antiquated rules of 
t h e  St. John Ambulance Association, which milI aot 
perinit lectures to be given by any but medical 
men. 

That ‘( first-aid ” lectures sh~iild be wonsidered 
the  prerogative of medical meii I can understalid, 
but judging from the accounts of such lectures 
which a friend of mine is attending it is qui te  
evident that  smile of them cannot teach first-aid 
even with the St. John Ambulance book in front 
of them. This its a t?pximen of iiistructioii of tliis 
pai.ticuLr lecturer. “ Ah I-er-um. Sting@] You 
all l r i lo~v  w h a t  to *do for stings. Frost-bite. All 
frmt-bite doesn’6 often happen in this oountry,” 
and these t 7 r w  minor accidents are dismissed. 

D’m- severe bleeding from the wrist he tells hi6 
pupils to find the, brachial lai%ery and to keep 111) 
finger preeau-e upon i t  and the p111s-e until 

doctor comes, (( YQU will .alrvays find plenty of‘ 
people to relieve you,” says this escelleiit teacher. 

I l n l ~ o ~  that niwip dwtom are  splendid lecturer&, 
and have excelleiit result-s mith their anibulance 
classes, but even they are not; qualified to teach 
nursiiig. I niaiiitain that a s  nursing is peculiarly 
womeii’a work, aiid as there #are iiiauy well-qualified 
nurses capable of teaching what they 60 d l  1<llQIV 
mid understand, that  the nurising lectures in con- 
nection vith this or any other scliecme should bo 
given by nurses who are practical ssperte. In  fact 
I go further aiid think that both first-aid allcc1 
iiaising lectures sliould be giveil to v-onieii by 

Unlees this iSi done I fear all Bli., Haldalie’s gmd 
iiiteiitionst will be rendwed abortive. 
Ia not. this a matter which could be taken up by 

the National Council of Trained Nurses aiid the 
af61iated Leagues? 

And m y  I suggest to all Matiwm who are acting 
upon the British Red crm Gmniittees to protest 
against this very naimw-minded and short- 
sighted policy. 

!l%em Fir&did Detachment@ are supposed to be 
effective in time of invasion; if the instruction is 
well given they will be even more useful in time of ’ 
p a c e  in their Q W ~  homes and aniong their neigh- 
bour&, M)I guarding tbe national ndfare  equally in 
peace as in nmr. 

What is! Ivoi-th doing a t  all is wi%h doing well, 
and therefore I ask aU nuiws to use their in- 
5uence to get; this state of thing@ a l b d  so that 
the iiuising lectures niay be  given by trained iiurses 
who know their work both theoretically and prac- 
tically. 

11111-6eS. 

I remain, clear Madam, 
Y o ~ w  faithfully, 

MARY BURR. 
T.h9 Chestnuts, Ebford, 

Topsham, S. Dev~ii .  

Comments anb RepIfee, -- 
Pupil JIidicijc.-TC’hite asphyxia is a much more. 

serious condition than blue asphyxia, which usually 
responds to artificial respiration, and alternate 
hot ancl cold baths. White asphyxia denotes heart 
failnre, and is a very serious condition. 

InternatirJnal.-~~re do not think you o:~n do 
bertter than aldveibtise your reyuireinellts in tho 
BullPfin Professionncl clrs Inl.rmi8res o t  Gnrtlos- 
MnTurles. It is published a t  25-27, Rue dc 1’Erole 
de RIedecine, Paris, 6. 

rll iss Jesaop, BirnLinuham .-Yea will fiad that 
special training in mental nursing will lie very 
valuable to you, aiid if y o u  can afford to devote 
three years to it, aiid gain the certificate of the 
RIedico-Psychological Bssociatioli, by all mealis do 
SO. - 

n;\otfces, 
OUR PUZZLE PRIZE. 

Rules for competing for the Piotorial Puzzle. 
Prize will be found on Advertisement page xii. 
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